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Please,
leave it in
the lady’s
room

Obama
opens
second
term with a
bold return
to his base

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“Leave it in the lady’s
room,” is what Community
Action
Stops
Abuse
(CASA) director Linda Osmundson told her MLK
Day of Service volunteers
who distributed 5,000 informational pamphlets printed
with funds from the MLK
Day of Service Grant.
The pamphlets inform
women who are suffering
from domestic violence and
emotional abuse about its
devastating mental, emotional and physical effects.
CASA volunteers left
the materials, which also
contains information about
available legal support,
emotional support services
and shelter services in
lady’s rooms throughout
St. Petersburg.
Reasoning that most
abused women cannot accept the information in full
view of their abuser — the
women will either decline
the information out of fear,
or accept it and face repercussions in private — this
innovative campaign seeks
to reach women in the
most private of places, the
lady’s room.
On MLK Day, Director
Linda Osmundson, staff
member Crystal McFadden and a team of volunteers proudly marched in
the MLK Day Parade for
the 27th time.
“In years past, we were
See CASA, page 8

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA Editor-in-Chief

The National Council of Negro Women’s 27th MLK Leadership Awards Breakfast
held at the Coliseum in downtown St. Petersburg.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Monday morning kicked off
with the 27th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Leadership Awards Breakfast urging Americans to remember,
celebrate, and act to continue
the works of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in their own
neighborhoods and around
the world.
“This wonderful event
brings community together
to remember the importance of Dr. King’s work and
legacy,” said Angela Rouson,
president of the St. Petersburg chapter of the National

ditional breakfast of eggs,
bacon, and fresh fruit they
were treated to a morning of
reflection and inspiration that
organizers hope will empower the community
throughout the coming year.
“As I look out I wish you
could see what I see,” St. Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster
relayed to the packed room
prompting him to joke about
booking Tropicana Field
next year in order to accommodate the growing number
of attendees.
Keynote speaker and
civil rights activist Dr. Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons,
known for her powerful and
consistent voice in the area of

human rights, was also present. Labeled a “true model of
Dr. King” for nearly 50 years,
Simmons has been a strong
woman of action.
From her early work in
the Student Non-Violent CoCommittee
ordinating
(SNCC), where she spent
seven years working fulltime
on voter registration and desegregation activities to current Assistant Professor of
Religion at the University of
Florida, Simmons is proud of
her accomplishments as a
member of the 1960’s Civil
Rights Movement and the
advancement of the nation
See BREAKFAST, page 6

The gathering of elders: Telling their
stories luncheon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

L-R, Sheryl Zeitler,
Crystal McFadden and
Linda Osmundson.

Council of Negro Women.
As sponsors of the event,
the council and Rouson emphasized the celebration of
King’s birthday as more than
just acknowledging the holiday, but about acting on Dr.
King’s teachings and principles of nonviolence and
human rights.
“The holiday is a day of
service for initiatives and programs promoting interracial
cooperation,” Rouson reminded attendees, “not just a
day off from work or school.”
Prominent members of
the community were present
at the historical downtown
Coliseum; located at 535 4th
Ave. N. Sitting down to a tra-

ST. PETERSBURG –
The African American
Heritage Association has
volunteered
selflessly
countless hours of their
time in order to preserve
some of the local St. Petersburg history. What
makes this history so special is the meaning it has
for the community, especially the African Americans residing in south St.

Pete.
“It took a lot to get her
here,” Gwen Reese, Chair
of the African American
Heritage Association confided, discussing her
mother who was reluctant to show. “She wanted
to stay home and watch
the inauguration.”
But Reese knows the
importance of bringing
the community together
to share stories, even if it
means turning off the telSee HERITAGE, page 4

WASHINGTON
(NNPA) — Rejecting calls
for him to move closer toward his Republican critics,
a confident President
Barack H. Obama kicked
off his second term on
Monday by making an impassioned plea for a more
inclusive America.
“It is not our generation’s task to carry on what
those pioneers began,”
Obama said in his inaugural
speech. “For our journey is
not complete until our
wives, our mothers and
daughters can earn a living
equal to their efforts. Our
journey is not complete
until our gay brothers and
sisters are treated like anyone else under the law – for
if we are truly created
equal, then surely the love
we commit to one another
must be equal as well.
“Our journey is not
complete until no citizen is
forced to wait for hours to
exercise the right to vote.
Our journey is not complete
until we find a better way to
welcome the striving, hopeful immigrants who still see
America as a land of opportunity – until bright young
students and engineers are
enlisted in our workforce
rather than expelled from
our country. Our journey is
not complete until all our
children, from the streets of

See OBAMA, page 3

Jon Wilson interviews Paul Stewart showing
the crowd how easy the process is.

President Obama takes
the oath of office for his
second term.




Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com





    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
Beware of civil rights legislation

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

Since the 1960s, there
have been many accomplishments that have had a
lasting effect on us as a people. One such accomplishment was the heightening
of our consciousness. We
recognized that we were
not the inferior beings the
system perpetrated, we realized that those adjectives
of Negros, coloreds and
various versions of the “N”
word were not terms that
described us, but terms that
kept us unconsciously un-

aware of who we really
were/are and where we really came from.
Although this was a
time of high emotions,
some rational and some irrational, it was also a period
where black/African pride
was a primary motivator in
all our activities. Black on
black crime was at an alltime low, respect for our
black women and elders
were at an all-time high and
students in the high schools
and colleges were demonstrating and taking over administration buildings and
demanding an education
that contained facts and not
fiction.
The delusion of freedom
became more and more apparent as we attempted to
gain basic civil rights in this
country such as the right to
vote without being harassed or even killed, the
right to live in the neighborhood of our choice and the
right to shop and be served

anywhere in this country.
By the time the 1960s arrived, there had been several civil rights bills passed
and it was no question to
many black people that each
of the bills and legislative
acts were passed to basically
enforce the previous bill that
was already on the books.
What did all this mean? It
meant that no matter what,
the racist element of this
country was not about to acknowledge any rights to the
black people.
Even Dr. Martin Luther
King began to realize before his untimely death that
the problem was more than
civil in nature, it bordered
on this nation disrespecting
our human rights, denying
our right to exist as human
beings, even in an environment where slavery was
technically abolished.
His political involvement heightened to the systemic poverty that his
people endured. For in-

stance, the disproportionate amount of blacks fighting in Vietnam; he started
to question why so many
blacks were in prison, why
were drugs flooding the
African-American communities and why foreigners,
in some cases former enemies, were allowed to run
and maintain businesses in
the African-American communities.
These questions caused
him to be a very dangerous
person in the eyes of the establishment, thus the recommendation from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was to stop
him by any means necessary.
Although there is a lot of
ink devoted to the rift between Dr. King and Malcolm X (El Hagg Malik
Shabazz), who was strictly
an advocate of human
rights, Malcolm understood
that without human rights
there is no way a nation was

going to give a people anything civil. Many would be
surprised to the true extent
of the relationship between
these two soldiers.
As we continue to honor
Dr. King and as we approach the month of February with the annual black
history celebrations, let’s
not forget that it is our history that we are embracing
and let’s embrace it with
some understanding of
where we are today and
take note that times have
changed as seen by the removal of many social services and welfare programs.
Even social security is
being threatened today.
With the roll backing of affirmative action and civil
rights, we had better look at
the writing on the wall.
For sure the Obama
presidency and the road to
his presidency were spectacular and some can make
the case for divine; however, we cannot fall into the

trap of feeling we have arrived nor can we embrace
the theme that Martin’s
dream has been realized.
During the 1970s we fell
into the illusion that the federal government was doing
more to make us feel that
we counted in this country.
We had the war on
poverty, affirmative-action
legislation and urban renewal programs to include
empowerment zones. As a
result former community
leaders became directors of
their own poverty programs,
local community organizers
received some legitimacy in
society. What did we get?
Urban removal, drug infiltration roll-back on affirmative
action and hundreds of reverse racism suits.
So as we celebrate civil
rights and black history
month, let’s not abandon
our Socratic thinking and
forget to ask, what’s really
going on?

course, my fellow Trinidadian Stokely Carmichael
among many others. They
all boarded this train with
engineer Dr. King, as it
emerged from the subway
snorting and forcing its
way into the consciousness
of mainstream America.
This train of thought met
with stoic resistance and
many people were brutalized
for their beliefs. Still others
made the ultimate sacrifice
in their pursuit of human excellence. Among the many
are 14-year-old Emmett
Louis Till, James Earl
Chaney, Michael Schwerner,
Andrew Goodman, George
Winston Lee and Medgar
Evers who was a WWI vet.
When Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, at the
age of 39, the train continued

on without a steady hand at
the wheel, but it continued
on, propelled by the shear
will of a defiant and indignant
people.
As we celebrated the
memory of Dr. King and the
second inauguration of
President Barack H. Obama
on Monday, and as Merlie
Evers delivered the invocation looking out to the
M.L.K. monument on the
National Mall, on this the
50th anniversary of her husband’s assassination, being
just five miles away from
where he is buried at Arlington, the question begs an
answer, “Are we there yet?”
Has the train now completed its journey as the
president took his oath of
office using the King’s
Bible? Has that train from

Toussaint L’Ouverture, to
Harriet Tubman, to Dr.
King and to President
Obama now ended its journey, or is there more work
to be completed?
As I observe numerous
successful African Americans in the various professions such as Ervin
“Magic” Johnson and Marian Wright Edelman in the
world of finance; the
Williams sisters and Tiger
Woods in sports; Michael
Jackson and Whitney
Houston in entertainment;
in the world of science such
as Dr. Benjamin Carson
and Dr. Neil DeGrasse
Tyson; in media such as
Oprah Winfrey and Denzel
Washington and names
such as Mayors Michael
Nutter and Cory Booker,

Ambassador Suzanne Rice
and Secretaries Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice all
come to mind in the field of
public service, I am
tempted to conclude that
we have arrived and the
train could be retired.
Then I look around me,
I see the African-American
youth of south St Pete,
pants hanging, under garments showing, gold teeth
smiling at nothing positive,
dropping out of school,
cussing their children,
being violent, dealing and
taking
drugs,
young
women sacrificing their
dignity in pursuit of fleeting
popularity and I wonder
which train are they riding
on? Did their forefathers
get on the Willie Lynch
train?

Are we there yet?

BY DERICK A BERNARD

As I toured the Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial in
Atlanta, visited the Birmingham Civil Rights Museum
in Alabama and stopped at
the First African Baptist
Church in Savannah, which
was an integral part of The
Underground Railroad, I realized that the railroad

never stopped but continued straight on to Dr. King.
I wondered if the train has
any riders today and
whether or not Willie Lynch
is now the captain. (Lynch
was a British slave owner in
the West Indies who was invited to the colony of Virginia in 1712 to teach his
methods to slaving).
As I pondered on these
things, my mind caressed
the memories of the other
“dreamers” on this underground journey, such as
Toussaint L’Ouverture (liberator of Haiti) dreaming of
“liberté, égalité, fraternité.”
Other brave and noble people also came to mind such
as Rosa Parks, Ralph Abernathy, Andrew Young, John
Lewis, Ralph Bunche,
Rabbi A.J. Heschel and of
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COMMUNITY NEWS
 The pipe and

the pulpit,

Part 1

By Dr. Basha Jordan

 Joe Savage:
 Local civil


www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

By Jon Wilson

It is a terrible position to be in when
you think you know something because
you have been to college or grad school,
but you don’t know what you think you
know. You heard someone say something
that sounded good to you, but the information was false. The fact is, you believed
what you heard because it allowed you to
justify what you were doing when deep
down inside you knew something was
wrong.
However, the pleasure gained from
what you were doing overshadowed the
wrong feeling you had deep down inside.
Then God stepped in and revealed to you
that what you felt deep down inside was
right all the time and the information that
you thought was true turned out to be
false. Nevertheless, you kept on doing
what you were doing, obsessively, because
you didn’t know how to stop.
Someone may be wondering,
“preacher, what are you talking about?”
I’m talking about the process of an individual getting caught up in the disease of addiction without even knowing what is
happening.
You start out doing it recreationally on
the weekends, but it begins to be done
more often and costs more money and
time than you expected. You think that addiction cannot happen to you because of
your education or position in the community or church. This is what happened to
me as a United Methodist pastor with a
congregation and it could happen to you
or a loved one.
I thought alcoholism and drug addiction was reserved to those who were in
the lower class and uneducated, not in the
pulpit. After going to Hidden Brook, a 28
day treatment facility in Bel Air, Md., in
1988 and entering Narcotics Anonymous,
I learned that anyone can get addicted to
a person, place, or thing. When persons do
not believe it could happen to them, it’s
called denial.
The disease of addiction is so cunning

and baffling that it will confuse the most
intelligent person who believes that only a
certain type of person could be an alcoholic or suffer from addiction. Whether
you stand in the pulpit as a pastor, sit on
the bench as a judge or live in Section 8
Housing, your life could be controlled by
the disease of addiction.
This could happen because addiction
runs in your family or because of one’s
continued use of an addictive agent. The
most difficult person to receive help for addiction is the person who is well educated,
intelligent or with a high IQ who thinks
she knows it all. We need help to recover.
Cigarettes and certain prescription
drugs are examples of addictive agents
which can be silent killers through continued use without proper knowledge given
to the user. Heroin, cocaine and morphine
are very addictive drugs and are experimented with even among professionals.
I am especially concerned about those
persons within the church and other spiritually arenas because we can think that
our knowledge about God exempts us
from addiction. However, after a certain
point, the addiction begins to dictate every
aspect of your life and must be fed like a
growing monkey which turns into a raging gorilla. Trying to control the use is beyond our capability and the addiction now
controls our every waking moment. We
become powerless over our addiction and
our lives become unmanageable.
Next week I will write about how if
spiritual guidelines are followed, there is
hope for all in need.
For help, please call me at (443) 2509635
or
send
an
email
to
ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can also send
a letter by snail mail to Dr. Jordan, P.O. Box
16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB AM
every Sat. from 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s going
on with you today, there is hope for you.” I’m
Dr. J. — be blessed.

Fired up, and ready to fight!

rights hero

Joe Savage was a humble man who
picked up other people’s garbage for a
living. But this cigar-chomping, hymnsinging champion of the common man
was destined to become one of St. Petersburg’s civil rights heroes – and he
changed the way a city in social transition thought of itself.
The year was 1968. It was a time of
tension. Civil rights struggles and the
Vietnam War polarized a nation. “Freedom Summer” in Mississippi saw huge
voter registration efforts while white extremists fought back with bombings
and the murder of three rights worker.
Four years after Congress enacted a
sweeping Civil Rights Act, St. Petersburg was just beginning to navigate the
challenges of integration.
It was against this backdrop that Joe
Savage helped remake St. Petersburg.
He wanted better pay and better working conditions for sanitation crews,
whose men were paid 67 cents an hour.
Negotiating with city management
was Savage’s first plan of action. Nothing happened. So he led a couple of
short strikes. Again, no results. Finally,
the one-time farmhand who grew up
near Plains, Ga., led 211 men, most of
them black, on a four-month strike. The
sound of tramping work boots echoed
on 22nd Street, in the Gas Plant neighborhood and in Methodist Town as men
marched more than 40 times on City
Hall.
Though Savage and his men weren’t
blamed for it, four days of street violence erupted. Savage’s phone was
tapped. Enemies sent death threats and
burned his car in front of his Campbell
Park house. Police in helmets confronted the marchers. The city fired the
workers. Savage was arrested, but was
released after a night in jail.
Meanwhile, a city’s garbage piled
up.
After 116 days, Savage and other
workers returned to their trucks after
winning small concessions in terms of
pay and conditions. The bigger victory
was the change in the city that resulted.
“If you look at the stalemate (in race
relations) that existed prior to the sani-

tation strike, it brought the attention
and raised the consciousness of the citizens,” Abdul Karim Ali, Savage’s son,
said years later.
“It made the citizens say we have to
come out of the darkness. It made them
recognize the need to sit down and get
acquainted,” he said.
Soon after the strike ended, the
Community Alliance was formed, its
purpose to bring together black and
white leaders to meet regularly, discern
issues and head off problems.
These leaders began anew to try to
find ways to improve housing, further
education, encourage employment and
bolster small businesses.
C. Bette Wimbish became the first
person of color elected to the city council – less than a year after the strike.
James B. Sanderlin, who had the strikers’ backs every step of the way, was
elected the county’s first black judge in
1972.
Despite its marginally positive results for the workers, the sanitation
strike was the turning-point event in St.
Petersburg’s civil rights history. At Savage’s eulogy, a speaker referred to the
strike leader as “St. Petersburg’s Martin
Luther King.”
Savage retired as a sanitation worker
and died in 2001 at age 75. In 2006, the
city named its sanitation headquarters
the Joseph E. Savage Complex.

From OBAMA , page 1

Detroit to the hills of Appalachia, to the quiet lanes
of Newtown, know that they
are cared for and cherished
and always safe from
harm.”
Obama’s speech represented a clear shift from
four years ago when the
newly-elected president optimistically thought that he
could inject civility and
common sense into Washington’s contentious politics. After being rebuffed by
opponents who placed politics ahead of the interests of
the country – including taking it to the brink of a selfinflicted financial cliff –
President Obama boldly
shifted gears Monday by
sketching a progressive vision and signaling a willingness to fight for it.
“For now decisions are
upon us and we cannot afford delay,” he stated. “We
cannot mistake absolutism
for principle, or substitute
spectacle for politics, or
treat name-calling as reasoned debate. We must act,
knowing that our work will
be imperfect. We must act,
knowing that today’s victories will be only partial and
that it will be up to those
who stand here in four
years and 40 years and 400
years hence to advance the
timeless spirit once conferred to us in a spare
Philadelphia hall.”
Obama, the nation’s first
African-American
president, was sworn in on the
day the nation observed the
annual federal holiday to
honor the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He was
sworn in on a black leather
traveling Bible used by

King that was topped by a
smaller one owned by President Abraham Lincoln.
And he referenced both
men as he declared Americans “are made for this moment.”
The direct link between
the nation’s first black president and the observance of
King’s birthday underscores how far this country
has progressed since the
assassination of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) president and Nobel Peace Prize
winner in 1968.
Although King did not
live to see the election of an
African-American to the nation’s highest office, he predicted in 1964 that a Black
would be elected president
of the United States. In an
interview with the BBC,
King was asked to comment on a statement by
then New York Senatorelect Robert F. Kennedy
that it might be possible to
elect a Black president in 40
years.
“I’ve seen levels of com-

pliance with the civil rights
bill and changes that have
been most surprising,”
King said. “So, on the basis
of this, I think we may be
able to get a Negro president in less than 40 years. I
would think that this could
come in 25 years or less.”
Obama’s election came
44 years after King’s statement and four years longer
than what Robert Kennedy
had envisioned. Standing in
the shadows of a U.S. Capitol
built by slave labor, Barack
Obama expressed much
more self-assurance Monday
than he had four years ago.
“We do not believe that
in this country freedom is
reserved for the lucky, or
happiness for the few,” the
president said. “We recognize that no matter how responsibly we live our lives,
any one of us at any time
may face a job loss, or a sudden illness, or a home
swept away in a terrible
storm. The commitments
we make to each other
through Medicare and
Medicaid and Social Secu-

rity, these things do not sap
our
initiative,
they
strengthen us. They do not
make us a nation of takers;
they free us to take the
risks that make this country great.”
The reference to a nation of takers was a direct
rebuttal to Mitt Romney’s
telling a group of donors
that 47 percent of Americans are “dependent on
government” and would
“vote for the president no
matter what.” Ironically,
Romney received 47 percent of the popular vote in
his losing effort against
Obama.
The president indicated
he plans to move the U.S.
away from “perpetual war”
and will take on tough issues such as immigration
reform and climate change.
Obama became the first

president to link the 1839
Seneca Falls Convention for
women’s rights, the 1965
Selma-Montgomery, Ala.
voting rights march and the
1969 Stonewall movement
that put gay rights center
stage.
He said, “We, the people, declare today that the
most evident of truths –that all of us are created
equal – is the star that
guides us still; just as it
guided our forebears
through Seneca Falls, and
Selma, and Stonewall; just
as it guided all those men
and women, sung and unsung, who left footprints
along this great Mall, to
hear a preacher say that we
cannot walk alone; to hear a
King proclaim that our individual freedom is inextricably bound to the freedom of
every soul on Earth.”

President Obama used
“we the people” — the
opening words of the U.S.
Constitution — five times
during his 18 1/2 minute
speech.
Although attendance at
the inauguration was expected to be half of the
record 1.8 million four
years ago, it appeared that
Monday’s figures will probably exceed previous estimates. One official said
there were probably more
than 1 million in attendance
on the National Mall. That
would still rank ahead of
400,000 George W. Bush
drew at the beginning of his
second term and more than
Bill Clinton’s 800,000 in
1993. Four years ago,
Obama exceeded the thenrecord 1.2 million who saw
Lyndon B. Johnson inaugurated in 1965.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Full circle: Academy Prep graduate
returns as teacher

Left: LaDai in 2012 Right: LaDai as an Academy Prep 5th grader
The mission of Academy Prep is to educate our
students so we may transform their lives, enabling
them to someday return to
our community as leaders.
This cycle has been fulfilled
in a truly incredible way on
our St. Petersburg campus.
Academy Prep alumna
LaDai Haywood has joined
our team as the science
teacher after graduating last
month from University of
Central Florida with a B.S.
in Interdisciplinary Studies
and a concentration in Education and Life Sciences.
“After witnessing LaDai
Haywood, a member in the

first class of girls at Academy Prep, grow from a shy
5th grader to the professional young lady that she is
today, I am overwhelmed
with pride to welcome her
to our faculty,” said Leanne
Howard, Head of School.
It is a dream come true
to see our mission come full
circle by having a graduate
choose to return to the
school that shaped her future! LaDai is continuing to
fulfill our mission and will
transform our community
one child at a time as she enters her classroom each
day.”
LaDai is equally enthu-

siastic about returning to
the Joan Fortune campus in
her new role.
“Academy Prep holds a
special place in my heart. As
a product of the program, I
know first-hand how lives
can be changed. Throughout high school and college,
Academy Prep has been
there for me every step of
the way,” said LaDai.
“I am thrilled to join the
staff and help change lives
in the same way that mine
was changed. I want to see
all of our students accomplishing all of their goals!”
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Honoring and celebrating the elders of our community
From HERITAGE, page 1

evision because these are
stories you normally don’t
hear about. Stories of what
life was like for so many
African Americans during
the days of segregation and
racial tensions.
So on the MLK Day of
Service, the Heritage Association invited young and
old to First Baptist Institutional
Church,
3144
3rd Ave. S., for an afternoon of fellowship, good
food and most of all history.
“If Dr. Martin Luther
King had sat down, where
would we be today?” Reese
asked those in attendance.
“This is our opportunity to
get up, to do something, to
provide a service.”
For nearly a year, the
African American Heritage
Association has been working toward preserving the
rich African-American history in St. Petersburg.
They realized that many of
today’s younger generation
are lacking knowledge of
essential traditions and the
meaning behind African
American customs.
“That’s part of what we
should do as the elders in
the community,” Reese explained after a beautiful
rendition of, “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” the Negro
National Anthem. “Not only
should we help our students know their history,
they should also know
songs that are important to
us.”
So in an effort to preserve and keep alive the
struggles and triumphs of
the last century, the African
American Heritage Association asked those with a
story to tell to enlighten the
community with their
memories.
Paul Stewart was one of
the first elders to come forward to speak. Born in Savannah Ga., he spent all of
three weeks there before
moving south.
“I know nothing about
Savannah,” he said as he
reminisced about his early
years in St. Petersburg.
This “is my home. I grew
up here.”
Stewart grew up under
the watchful eye of his
mother, a long time educator in Pinellas County, and
his grandparents. Now at
65, Paul boasts about being
a member of the graduating class at Gibbs High
School in you guessed it,
1965.
Growing up mainly in
the
Campbell
Park
neighborhood, he is no
stranger to hard times,
but you wouldn’t know it
from the stories he tells.
Even though he grew up
during the 1950s when
segregation was the
norm in St. Petersburg,
Stewar t didn’t spend his
moment in the spotlight
on Monday depicting the
str uggles he and his
family inevitably experienced. Instead he concentrated on the positive
memories in his life that
sometimes came from
adversity, bringing a
smile to the many faces

Stewart helped Clemente learn English.
of his listeners.
Painting a picture of
Campbell Park’s old terrain, he educated attendees
on how life used to be in
this area. Instead of the
swimming pool that currently resides near 14th
Street, he says there used
to be a ball park. Behind
that and down the hill a
ways, he fondly remembers
the property of Mr. Walker.
“We would sneak and
steal the sugar cane out of
[his] factory,” Stewart confessed with a laugh, “but
you had to make sure he
didn’t come out of his
house with his pellet gun
because he would shoot
you.”
Once the chuckles
faded he got to talking
baseball. It was an exciting
time for Stewart as a youngster. He met, dined, and
even slept next to some of
greats. In today’s time he
would be the envy of all his
pals. Back then, well he still
was the envy of all his
friends, but the circumstances weren’t ideal. Because
of
staunch
segregation, black ballplayers couldn’t stay in hotels
with the white ballplayers,
so they had to find lodging
in the “black neighborhoods.”
His
grandmother
stepped up to the plate and
played host to an array of
young talent siphoning
through the St. Petersburg
area during spring training
sessions. Athletes such as
Curt Flood, Bill White, and
Roberto Clemente. With so
many in need of places to
stay, already crowded
dwellings overflowed with
little room left over to those
who lived there.
“Most of the family slept
on rollaway beds in the hallway because the ballplayers had the bedroom,” he
explained.
But everyone made due
and Stewart never complained. One of his fondest
memories was during middle school. Stewart distinctly remembered each
time the Pirates would visit
to play the Cardinals. It
would be a frantic four days
and families had to always
double up lodgings, with
his cousins even hosting
players, but it always

brought good times and
good food.
“They all came to my
grandmother’s for dinner,”
he bragged stating that
even players staying in
other houses would swing
by and grab a bite to eat.
During the Cardinals
stay Stewart would make
himself useful washing the
expensive cars of visiting
players and reminisced on
his first thoughts upon seeing Cardinal Ellis Burks’
corvette and Frank Robinson’s white El Dorado that
he’d just won for most valuable player, parked in their
driveway.
“I would charge my
buddies a nickel to help me
wash their cars,” he joked
bringing his audience to
tears of laughter. “We
would sit in Frank’s car and
smell the leather. I remember that.”
And even though the
pleasure of sitting in famous baseball player’s hot
rods was enough for Stewart, he still was paid a dollar
for his services.
“You could get sick buying candy if you got a dollar,” he explained. “That
was unheard of; you never
had a dollar to buy that
much candy.”
Stewart finished reciting his snippets of history,
as all good story tellers do,
with just the right amount
of humor. He finished regailing the audience with a
story about a person he
grew to admire, Cardinal
Roberto Clemente. Yet another famous ballplayer to
share his room with, they
would sit on opposite twin
beds facing each other as
Clemente would share the
events of his day. At the
time Clemente spoke very
little English and he would
spend his evenings trying
to translate.
“He would try to remember little things to explain what he should have
said,” Stewart recalled as
he recanted how he tried to
help. “Those are the kinds
of memories I have.”
Paul Stewart’s historical
recollection is just one part
of a four part series dedicated to African- American
history here in St. Petersburg.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Volunteers from Omega Psi Fraternity and
Pathfinders Youth Group at Happy Workers.

Volunteers at Mt. Zion install the Imagine
playground and Tot Garden.

Volunteers gathered to spruce up Happy Workers.

Kids look forward to using the
Imagine playground.

     
     
     

         




  
 

    
      
     



 
     

      


       
       


Teniquiana Ramsey learning
about St. Pete history.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority stuffing the
bus to deliver to food pantries.

Sunshine City intergenerational project
packing disaster preparedness kits.

Marla Roberts from Modest Kuts cut
hair for Beacon House homeless shelter.
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FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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27th Leadership Awards Breakfast
From BREAKFAST , page 1

when it comes to equality for
African Americans.
“When I was growing up
in the bad old days of Jim
Crow I never imagined that I
would live to see when a black
man would be honored with a
national holiday,” Simmons
stated, adding that she also
never expected in her lifetime
to experience the inauguration
of an African-American president, not only once, but twice.
Simmons discussed the
progression,
since
her
younger days, of the nation’s
attitude when it comes to
African Americans and admitted growing up in Tennessee
and experiencing the inequality firsthand made her weary.
She wondered if blacks would
ever gain the rights they deserved and were suffering
mightily to obtain.
“Even after marching,
being beaten, attacked, arrested, jailed I didn’t know if
our movement would be successful,” Simmons recalled as
she expressed how thankful
she was, “to see the ultimate
sacrifice that our brother
made was not in vain.”
Simmons continued to
empower the crowd to think
beyond the mainstream
speeches that so often dominate the press and instead
focus on Dr. King’s later messages in life. She informed
them of what he saw as the
three great downfalls in American society: racism, economic
exploitation, and militarism.
“He called them the triple
evils,” Simmons said, simply

stating that it was his outspokenness on these issues that
led to his assassination. According to Simmons, Dr. King
saw the Civil Rights Movement as more than just a
movement to free black people. “It was a struggle to redeem the soul of America. He
never veered from this idea.”
Dr. King wanted to change
the entire structure of society
and urged the black citizen to
demand justice and fairness.
To allow all races the right to
vote, to abolish segregation,
and to stand up and be
counted as deserving all the
rights due to all human beings.
Simmons remembers the
speeches as powerful enough
to give her goose bumps.
“I was ignited by this message to war against racism, injustice, denials of rights and
the daily assaults against persons of color,” Simmons vehemently remembers.
And although Simmons
took great pride in planning
the demonstrations and strategizing alongside the illustrious
Dr. King in her youth, she emphasizes that today society
must focus more on the economic injustice and King’s sermons against militarism and
warfare that are rarely addressed on the airways.
“I want to remind some
and inform others who are too
young to remember of the
things Dr. King thought and
said, especially toward the end
of his life,” Simmons explained
as she spoke of the need for
the poverty of today to end and

her beliefs that the involvement in numerous wars is the
root cause.
Simmons recalled Dr.
King’s speeches stating that
power must be relocated while
he urged for a radical redistribution of economic and political power.
“These were dangerous
words for any public person to
speak at that time and they
were doubly dangerous for a
black man,” Simmons said as
she expressed a need to also
decrease involvement in unnecessary war and huge defense expenditures.
“How similar were his concerns then to many of us in the
economic justice and peace
movements of today,” Simmons added as she informed
the gathering of the immense
military budget and how that
money could be better used in
our classrooms and to help the
poor and sick.
The leadership breakfast continued with the distribution of various awards
to outstanding members of
the community. Master of
ceremonies, John Wilson
of Fox 13, announced the
first Brittany Gordon Leadership Award will be added
to next year’s Leadership
Breakfast in honor of the
exemplary qualities that
local hero, Army Specialist
Brittany Gordon possessed
in her dedication to the
community and the nation.
Brittany was killed Oct. 13,
2012 while serving in
Afghanistan.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Highlights from the MLK Day of Service
BY ELLEN KIRLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG “Color me human,” was a
bumper sticker that could
be seen everywhere around
town. The nationwide campaign began quietly at a
small, obscure community
college in Iowa. It then
rode a wave of emotion to
national prominence by incidences of racial violence
that occurred right here in
St. Petersburg, in 1996.
The concept was embraced wholeheartedly by
St. Pete residents. At that
time, the bumper sticker
seemed to represent our
city’s distinct commitment
to healing a vast racial divide, the spirit of diversity
and creative multiculturalism.
Monday reignited that
passionate commitment to
creative multiculturalism as
our community celebrated
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day in our traditional way
and in a new way – in Dr.
King’s spirit – with service
to one another.
Thanks to the citywide
MLK Day of Service initiative, funded by a state appropriation arranged by
Rep. Daryl Rouson, St. Pete
had the opportunity to
make service, diversity and
multiculturalism a reality
and not simply a passing
bumper sticker sentiment.
Here are just a few of
the highlights:
Boca Ciega High School
(BCHS) and St. Petersburg
High School (SPHS) both
chose service projects to
honor our veterans. BCHS
band and JROTC per-

Volunteers from Deuces Live begin installation of
community garden along 22nd Street.
formed a concert on the
campus of Bay Pines VA
Hospital. Afterward, students mingled with the vets.
SPHS prepared 210 bags
and boxes of sweets and
other goodies for distribution locally and to troops
currently
serving
in
Afghanistan.
Starting at 8 a.m., volunteers of all ages painted and
refurbished the Women’s
Garden House Residence at
the Christian Recover Center’s Faith House at 302
15th St. N. under the close
supervision of center executive director, Michael Carson.
Thanks to the efforts of
Kim Brasher of the City
Parks and Recreation and
the Department of Disaster
Preparedness, an intergenerational project took place
at the Sunshine Center located at 330 5th St. N. Youth
from Lake Vista Recreation
Center and seniors assembled disaster preparedness
kits then transported them
to Enoch Davis Center to
distribute them to area res-

SPHS students packed over
200 Snack Fairy boxes for local vets.

idents.
An all day, massive revitalization effort took place
at Happy Workers Child
Care Center, 920 19th St. S.
The historically protected
and designated Dr. Martin

room cleanup and painting,
installation of an ornamental garden, replacement of
flooring and a plethora of
other projects under the
watchful eye of a the very
well organized center direc-

MACJA performed
neighborhood beautification projects.
Luther King, Jr. Building,
on the campus that is being
rehabbed into a family
health and wellness center.
A legion of parents, volunteers and contractors
converged in the early
morning and accomplished
playground clean up, class-

tor, Evadne Tilbury.
Deuces Live, formerly
known as the 22nd Street
Business
Association,
cleaned up the 22nd Street
corridor from the Interstate
275 overpass to 18th Avenue S. and began installation of a community garden.

Brown’s Janitorial teamed up with A & L Tax
Service for 16th Street cleanup.

Community Action Stops Abuse

Some of the grant funds
were used to establish a
tool bank for on-going
cleanup efforts in the area.
Mount Zion Missionary
Baptist Church had three
separate projects that coa-

Sherry O’Brien cutting hair at Hair by Ahsile for
homeless people from Tent City and Safe Harbor.
lesced Monday and included a new playground
with tot garden and a community garden.
At Hair by Ahsile, at 844
49th St. N., invited groups
of homeless people from
Tent City and Safe Harbor
to come and take advantage
of free hair and manicure
services in a celebration of
beauty. Organizer and stylist, Brenda Gilbert says that
Hair by Ahsile provides free
services to the homeless
every three months.
Brown’s
Janitorial
teamed up with A & L Tax
Service for neighborhood
beautification in an intergenerational event that received an impromptu visit
by Rep. Daryl Rouson. Cynthia Brown, a recent cancer
survivor, created a lively
event to keep teens and
tweens engaged and enter-

terested
in
assisting
formerly incarcerated persons become productive citizens through their ongoing
bridge/re-entry program.
The MACJA is still taking donations of lawn equipment
(working
and
repairable), vehicles, work
trailers and gifts of time by
business professionals as
well as gifts of financial assistance. To participate or
make a tax deductible donation, please call 727-2351416.
St. Petersburg couldn’t
have asked for better
weather to host the first
MLK Day of Service. It was
truly an historic occasion
cast against the backdrop of
the first African-American
president of the United
States being sworn in for
the second term.

Blast from the past

From CASA, page 1

200 or so in parade order,
thanks to [Crystal McFadden] mercifully, we are
closer to the beginning of
the line now,” said Osmundson.
CASA, named “Nonprofit of the Year” by
Tampa Bay Magazine in
2008 also earned the coveted “excellent rating” from
Juvenile Welfare Board.
Sheltering and assisting
battered women since
1977, CASA was originally
called The Free Clinic
Spouse Abuse Shelter. It
was the brain child of Sister
Margaret Freeman, whose
humanitarian efforts on behalf of Catholic Family
Charities are legendary.
The original shelter had capacity for eight women and
a minimal budget.
In 1981, it was renamed
the Center Against Spouse
Abuse, Inc. and CASA became a trusted name representing safety and shelter
for
battered
women
throughout the Tampa Bay
Area.
Programs, including
peer
counseling
for
abusers, support for former
shelter residents and a new
shelter able to house 22
residents was purchased in

Volunteers at Christian Recovery Faith House
repair and paint the Women’s Garden House.

tained and out of trouble
throughout the day.
In the morning they
cleaned the road way along
16th Street from Central Avenue to 18th Avenue South.
Brown then served bar-bque ribs, chicken and
greens for lunch. Afterwards, movies related to
the life and times of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
were shown throughout the
afternoon on a big screen
TV.
St. Petersburg Islamic
Center and the Muslim
American Criminal Justice
Association
(MACJA)
teamed up at 3762 18th Ave.
S. for several neighborhood
beautification projects and
to collect donations of lawn
equipment and other support from area residents in-

Do you recognize the person in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

CASA staff members marched in
the MLK Parade.
the decade between 1979
and 1989.
In 1990, Osmundson
took the helm as executive
director. Under her stewardship the small, local
non-profit has grown from
an organization with seven
staff members and a
budget of $250,000 to an
agency with 90 staffers and
employees and an annual
budget of $3.5 million.
Now a full service domestic violence center,
services include: emergency shelter, transitional
housing, outreach and prevention programs and a supervised visitation center.
Many of CASA’s staff

were once the beneficiaries
of services at CASA and
had been victims of abuse.
On their website, casastpete.org, some of them
have posted their personal
stories.
These are stories of
pain and of hope. They
want victims of abuse to
know that they are not
alone if they are suffering
in a situation of domestic violence. There are caring
advocates who will believe
you and listen to your story.
They are available 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. If
you or someone you know
needs help, please call 727895-4912.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.

Upcoming Events for
February 2013
Feb. 10 - Deacon Ordination Services at St. Mark ~ 4
p.m. All members, family and
friends are invited to attend.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every

Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry; with priorities focused
on Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We cele-

brate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use
of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Ministry to Singles Fun
and Fellowship Night is
scheduled for Saturday, February 16, from 5-8 p.m.
Please RSVP to Anna Bell
Killen at 867-1963 if you plan
to attend.

The Youth Ministry is
preparing for their Spring
Harvest Fest, Sat. March 16
from 11-3 p.m. on the
grounds of Bethel Metropolitan. Come and enjoy Fun and
Games, a Grill Master Cook
Off, Cupcake Bake Off, Line
Dancing to gospel music and
many other events celebrating God’s favor and blessings
with church family and community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed church family open to all
who wish to embrace it. If
this season you have not visited a church, we cordially invite you to come and
fellowship with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sun., Jan. 27 at 4 p.m. and
Mon., Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. - 2013
First Quarter Deacon’s and
Deaconess Training. Deacon

Arthur Reese, Chairman –
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Sun., Jan. 27, - New Year’s
OPEN HOUSE at FMBC
after each morning worship
experience. Come and see
each our Ministries tabletop
presentations displaying their
dedication to their particular
ministry. Your presence and
support will be appreciated.
Sat., Feb. 9 at 10 a.m.
FMBC First Quarter Leadership Conference.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sun-

day School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
on Thursday nights, at 7 p.m.
First Lady Teresa Evans, director of Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as
we study in the Book of
MARK, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

Celebrating the legacy of the man
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Many celebrate Jesus’
birthday as a bona fide documented historical man on
a mission with a message.
You may refer to it as
Christmas. Also, many celebrate another real historical man, Martin Luther
King Jr and the day he was
born. Unfortunately many
celebrate with little understanding of why either of
them gave their lives to a
cause greater than themselves through their ministry, method or messages
to the world.
We were not here during the historical timeline
when Jesus lived among us.
We were not there when
they nailed him to the
cross. But a lot of us can attest by faith Jesus is the
same yesterday, today and
forever [Hebrews 13:8].
Jesus Christ being the Son
of God and God the son,
savior, lord, baptizer, healer
and soon coming King ministry, method and messages were all designed by
our Father God. Therefore,
Jesus only spoke and did
what the Father told him as
a prophet/teacher.
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr was born again as a Son
of God, hired by man to
pastor a local church assembly. But God ordained
him as his prophet to pastor his congregation, the
world community! King
was more than a civil and
political rights leader, community activist, or a Negro
leader. What MLK taught
and prophesied resulted in
disturbing unjust civil laws,
man injustice to man and
unveiling false prophets
worldwide as all God’s
Prophets have done. Therefore, God has never asked
us to do what we perceive
Martin did but rather obey
what he told us to do using

the mouth of his prophet
and not enforce our personal theories.
Almost two generations
have not understood this
prophets’ mission, method
or message about the Kingdom of God being manifested on the earth. People
born after 1964 had not arrived in the earth to witness the Civil Rights
Movement. They must rely
upon hearsay. Through
pragmatic ideologies of
how to celebrate Dr. King
day are formed based on
their personal philosophical viewpoints.
When our beautiful little
brown and black babies
heard God’s voice being
spoken through Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr’s anointed
lips of clay that no one is to
judge a person according to
the color of their skin, but
rather judge them by the
content of their character,
they understood their God
given rights would no
longer be deferred but
spring forward. They had
the audacity to keep this
hope alive within their
hearts. God used primarily
our children generating a
tsunami wave that changed
the direction the world was
headed. They endured dog
attacks, water hoses, bombings, being jailed and more
for righteousness sake.
While Martin was in jail,
he wrote to pastors informing them their complacency was not pleasing to
God Almighty. MLK spoke
in a natural way. No thee’s
or thou’s were used and he
didn’t speak “chris-da-neze”
so that the churched and
the un-churched folks alike
could understand that the
Lords work was completed
by the power of his Spirit
on the cross which guaranteed the future of all

mankind. These children
and those with a child like
heart understood. But what
have our children learned
since the Civil Rights
Amendment became law?
Why are so many are dying
in the streets and killing
each other? And why are so
many succumbing to medicate themselves with illegal substances?
Before Jesus’ dispensation, God called Amos as
his prophet in a more insistent way. Amos was instructed to measure the life
people lived and challenge
the subtle injustices that seduced, molded and oppressed people of his day
with God’s plumb line.
Amos, Jesus and Martin all
understood that God hears
the groaning of his people
that he loves so dearly. He
sent His word (Jesus) to
heal and deliver them. God
is very concerned whenever a sparrow falls to the
ground. All God’s words
are pure, his judgments are
right and it follows whenever His prophets speak to
us from God’s heart.
Amos, Jesus and Martin
all called for God’s justice
to roll down like waters
[Amos 2:6-8 5:21-24]. Know
this: God sits in the heavens but intervenes into the
affairs of man by redirecting our attention toward his
intended end for us. God
will never do anything in
the earth until he first reveals his secrets unto his
Prophets [Amos 3:7]. Believing God’s promises establishes us but believing
his Prophets will prosper
us [2 Chronicles 20:20]. If
U have God’s character, U
will obey the words of Martin Luther King Jr, the
everyday prophet. R U
there yet?

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
United for Christ invites you to their
fundraiser event Sat., Jan. 26 from 8 – 5 p.m. at
4116 34th St. S., St. Petersburg.

Car wash, garage sale, breakfast, lunch and
dinner.
For more information call 727-258-4993.
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